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Media Release 
 

Alzheimer’s Australia calls for bipartisan support for further 
reform to the aged care system 

 
Alzheimer’s Australia CEO Glenn Rees, AM, has called on both sides of politics to commit to 
building on the Living Longer. Living Better. aged care reforms to achieve an equitable, sustainable 
and high quality aged care system. 
 

Speaking at an Aged Care Forum at the National Press Club today, Mr Rees said that the 
implementation of the disability and aged care reforms will be one of the biggest and most exciting 
challenges for the new government. 
 
“For people with dementia of all ages the reforms hold the possibility of access to quality dementia 
care that responds to their needs, Mr Rees said.  
 
“This can only be achieved if the disability and aged care reforms are well coordinated.” 
 
Mr Rees also called on both sides of Government to commit to the expansion of support for people 
with dementia throughout Australia. 
 
“We need to expand the number of care packages available to people who require higher levels of 
care and to introduce new community care options for people who live alone,” Mr Rees said. 
 
“If people with dementia are to be able to stay longer in the community, access to flexible, high 
quality dementia respite services is critical. We are proposing a trial of a program which gives family 
carers the funding to purchase the respite services that best meets their needs and those of the 
person they care for. 
 
“People with dementia of all ages should have access to a key worker to navigate the community 
and residential care system and get the advice, care and support they need. These workers are 
currently only available to those living with younger onset dementia.” 
 
Mr Rees said Alzheimer’s Australia had concerns about the quality of residential aged care. 
 
“There must be zero tolerance for poor quality care and violation of basic human rights,” he said.  
 
“We need better structures in place to monitor the quality of care, to advocate for consumers, to 
make outcomes transparent, and to provide remedial action quickly when a violation of people’s 
rights occurs.” 
 
Mr Rees called for a commitment of additional investment in dementia research. 
 
“We need an additional investment of $200 million over five years to ensure that we have hope for 
the future and can work towards a dementia free world.” 
 
Alzheimer’s Australia’s Fight Dementia Election 2013 Campaign Manifesto can be found at: 
http://www.fightdementia.org.au/common/files/NAT/AA_FINAL_FD_campaign_election_2013_single
.pdf 
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KEY FACTS AND STATISTICS 2013 

AUSTRALIAN STATISTICS 

 There are more than 320,000
1
 Australians living with dementia 

 This number is expected to increase by one third to 400,000
1
 in less than ten years 

 Without a medical breakthrough, the number of people with dementia is expected to be almost 900,000 by 
2050

1
 

 Each week, there are 1,700 new cases of dementia in Australia; approx. one person every 6 minutes.
2
 

This is expected to grow to 7,400 new cases each week by 2050
2
 

 There are approximately  24,400
1
 people in Australia with Younger Onset Dementia (a diagnosis of 

dementia under the age of 65; including people as young as 30) 
 Three in ten people over the age of 85 and almost one in ten people over 65 have dementia

1
 

 An estimated 1.2 million Australians are caring for someone with dementia
3
  

 Dementia is the third leading cause of death in Australia
4
 and there is no cure 

 On average symptoms of dementia are noticed by families three years before a firm diagnosis is made
5
 

THE IMPACT OF DEMENTIA IN AUSTRALIA 

 Dementia is the single greatest cause of disability in older Australians (aged 65 years or older)2 and the 
third leading cause of disability burden overall

1
 

 Australia faces a shortage of more than 150,000 paid and unpaid carers for people with dementia by 
2029

6
 

 Total direct health and aged care system expenditure on people with dementia was at least $4.9 billion in 
2009-10

1
 

 Dementia will become the third greatest source of health and residential aged care spending within two 
decades, these costs alone will be around 1% of GDP

2
 

 By the 2060s, spending on dementia is set to outstrip that of any other health condition. It is projected to 
be $83 billion (in 2006-07 dollars), and will represent around 11% of health and residential aged care 
sector spending

2
 

 More than 50% of residents in Australian Government-subsidised aged care facilities have 
dementia

7
(104,400 out of 198,500 permanent residents in 2008-09)  

RESEARCH FUNDING 

 The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) allocated $21.5 million for dementia 
research in 2012-2013

8
 

 For that same period the NHMRC provided funding of $162.4 million on cancer research; $93.6 million on 
cardiovascular disease research; $63 million on diabetes research; and $55.1 million on mental health 
research

8
 

 There is a lack of capacity development in the dementia research field. Between 2002 and 2011, there 
were only 56 grants, scholarships and fellowships awarded to new and early-career dementia researchers 
through the NHMRC. In comparison, new researcher awards over the same period in cancer, 
cardiovascular disease, mental health and diabetes were 706, 488, 271 and 223 respectively.

8
 

WHAT IS DEMENTIA? 

 Dementia is the term used to describe the symptoms of a large group of illnesses which cause a 
progressive decline in a person’s functioning. It is a broad term used to describe a loss of memory, 
intellect, rationality, social skills and physical functioning. There are many types of dementia including 
Alzheimer’s disease, vascular dementia, fronto temporal dementia and dementia with Lewy Bodies. 
Dementia can happen to anybody, but it is more common after the age of 65.  
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