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Our vision is for a society committed to the prevention of dementia, 
while valuing and supporting people living with dementia. 



 

 

 
Mission Statement 
 
Our mission, as the National peak body for people living with dementia, is to provide 
leadership in advocacy, policy, services and research. 
 
 
 
Our Values 
 
As the National peak body for dementia, Alzheimer’s Australia is committed to:  
 

 Respect for all individuals and communities 
 Co-operative working relationships 
 Integrity 
 Innovation, creativity and flexibility 
 Valuing the contribution of all people involved with our work 
 Strength and unity with respect for diversity 

 
 
 
 
Our National Philosophy 
 

 People living with dementia, their families and carers have the right to access high 
quality support services which uphold all their rights. 
 

 People living with dementia, their families and carers have the right to access 
flexible, responsive and timely support services. 
 

 People living with dementia, their families and carers have the right to be treated 
with dignity, courtesy and respect, to have their feelings validated and their choices 
and individual beliefs respected. This includes sensitivity to culture, age, language, 
location, educational background, and level of impairment of the person using the 
service. 
 

 People living with dementia, their families and carers have the right to services that 
support both the person with dementia and their families individually and together 
provided always that serving the best interest of the person with dementia be the 
overriding aim. 
 

 Whenever possible, services will be provided free and no person with dementia or 
their family or carer will be denied access due to their inability to pay. 

 
Extract from the National Philosophy document, adopted by the Alzheimer’s Australia 
Board, March 2003 
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President’s Report 
 
The decision by the Australian Government to make dementia a National Health Priority 

in the May 2005 budget together with the $320 million to implement it over 5 years is a 

wonderful opportunity to build quality dementia care services and a greater investment in 

dementia research. 

 

A little over six years ago state and territory members took the decision to re-invigorate 

the National Office of Alzheimer’s Australia.  There was a recognition that through unity, 

Alzheimer’s Australia would be better able to fulfil its mission as the peak national body 

for people with dementia and their families and carers. 

 

The credibility of our advocacy has been underpinned by a strong commitment to 

economic and social analysis.  The reports that have been commissioned from Access 

Economics by Alzheimer’s Australia have been seminal in persuading government of the 

economic and social impact of the dementia epidemic.  

 

The credibility of Alzheimer’s Australia to be dementia experts is underpinned by the 

dementia services that are provided by state and territory organisations.  

The decision by the Australia Government in the May 2005 Budget to increase the 

funding of Alzheimer’s Australia national programs and to introduce the development of 

Dementia and Memory Centres provides yet a further opportunity for Alzheimer’s 

Australia to promote better access to services for people with dementia and their carers. 

 

Part of our vision is to work for a society committed to the prevention of dementia. 

In doing so we have recognised the need over the last few years to increase our 

commitment to promoting a greater investment in Australia in dementia research. 

 

For that reason we have now integrated within the National Office the research function 

and support for Alzheimer’s Australia research.  In doing so we have recognised the need 

to integrate our policy and research work so that we are better positioned in advocacy 

with government and awareness activities in the broader community. 

 

It has been a particular pleasure for me to see a deepening of our partnership during the 

last year with Alzheimer’s Disease International.  Australia with Singapore and South 

Korea is helping to drive a strategy that will result in a much greater awareness by the 

governments of countries in the Asia Pacific of dementia and its economic and social 

impact. 
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If Alzheimer’s Australia has again achieved a great deal in 2004/05 it is because of the 

support of the Australian Government, our corporate sponsors and the wider community.  

 

My term as President finishes in November 2005.  It has been a privilege to preside over 

an organization as strong and vibrant organisation as Alzheimer’s Australia and to see so 

many of our priorities achieved in 2004/05. It is a great tribute to all those involved in 

Alzheimer’s Australia. 

 

 

 

 
Robert Yeoh 
President 
 
 
The staff and supporters of Alzheimer’s Australia wish to congratulate Dr Robert Yeoh for 
being awarded a Member of the Order of Australia on the Queen’s Birthday Honours List. 
This award is an acknowledgement of Dr Yeoh’s leadership, commitment and dedication 

to providing quality services and support programs nationally for people living with 
dementia, their families, friends and carers. 
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National Executive Director’s Report 
 
The decision by the Australian Government to make Dementia a National Health Priority 

and the work of the Australian Government and the states and territories on a National 

Action Framework for Dementia has provided new opportunities in 2004/05 to think 

strategically about future directions and lay the basis for new initiatives. 

 

First, there has been a renewed commitment to awareness and promoting an 

understanding of dementia.  Dementia Awareness Week in September 2004 was the first 

time Alzheimer’s Australia has made dementia research the focus of our awareness 

activities.  To continue this work Alzheimer’s Australia Victoria together with the National 

Office have worked with eminent Australian clinicians to develop publications which will 

inform a community education campaign on what it is that Australians can do to help 

reduce their risk of dementia. 

 

Secondly, the important initiatives taken by governments provide the opportunity to re-

invigorate the consumer focus that has been adopted by Alzheimer’s Australia at all 

levels of the organisation.  Alzheimer’s Australia ACT together with the National Office 

have worked hard during the current year to organise a National Consumer Summit at 

Parliament House in October 2005.  In the lead up to the Summit there have been 

consumer consultations in all State and Territories. 

 

Thirdly, priority is being given to the development of new intellectual capital.  A further 

report was commissioned from Access Economics in March to present the latest 

projections and estimates of dementia in Australia. 

 

The national office produced a paper Legal Planning and Dementia which draws 

together important information for consumers on legal issues around dementia together 

with information on the web-site that provides signposts in each state and territory to 

specific sources of information that are available. 

 

Important new work was started during the year on dementia and palliative care, 

assessment and with Beyond Blue on dementia and depression. 

 

Fourthly, we continue to give priority to policy issues around the planning, funding and 

standards that impact on the outcomes achieved by community and residential care 

services in the provision of dementia care.   
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We have had the opportunity to contribute through being on advisory groups on the 

implementation of the Australian Governments Way Forward Strategy for the re-

development of community services and of the new funding arrangements for residential 

care from 1 July 2006.  

 

Lastly, Alzheimer’s Australia is now better resourced to give a priority to dementia 

research.  We have entered new partnerships with researchers; we have a greater 

capacity to respond to media inquiries about the latest developments in dementia 

research and we have developed the web-site to provide information for consumers on 

dementia research. 

 

The current year has been marked by great achievements but it is perhaps even more 

important to recognise that a basis has been laid to sustain these achievements over the 

coming years. 

 

 

 

 
Glenn Rees 
National Executive Director 
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National Programs 
 
The National Dementia Support Program consists of 4 separate programs funded by the 

Australian Government and managed by Alzheimer’s Australia. Individual service 

partners in each State and Territory deliver the services on the ground. These services 

provide a variety of information, support, advice and education to people with dementia 

and their families and carers. Education, information and advice are also provided people 

working with people with dementia in the aged and community care sectors. : 

 

• The Dementia Education and Support Program (DESP) which provides funding that 

supports the Dementia Helpline, counselling services, support groups for carers 

and general community activity events 

• The Carer Education and Workforce Training Program (CEWT) provides accredited 

training to respite workers and training to the families and carers of people with 

dementia based on the accredited training. 

• The Early Stage Dementia Respite and Support Program (ESDRSP) provides a 

specialised education and support program aimed at people with early stage 

dementia and their families and carers. It is also known as the Living with 

memory Loss program. 

• The National Dementia Behaviour Advisory Service (NDBAS) provides a 24 hour 

telephone advice service which assists carers and respite care workers to manage 

behaviours of concern. 

 

Some disruption to planning of programs occurred because of uncertainty over the future 

funding of these programs. The program has been completely restructured and funding 

extended to December 2006. This demonstrates the fundamental soundness of these 

programs and the value they have to people with Dementia and their Families and 

Carers. 

 

Extra funding was made available under the ESDRSP late in 2004/2005. This enabled the 

program to deliver services to an extra 225 people and to trial a number of innovations. 

Importantly those innovations included ideas which will assist people from Culturally and 

Linguistically Diverse backgrounds, people from rural areas, people with younger onset 

dementia and people with hearing impairments to access the ESDRSP. 
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National Programs Data 
 
 
DESP 

• On average there were 85 DESP contacts generated per day. 

• There were nearly 26,000 calls to the Helpline in 2004/2005 with the busiest 

month    generating over 2700 calls. 

• 88% of people with dementia who are the subject of DESP enquiries live in 

domestic settings. 23% of those people live alone. 

• 63% of people with dementia who are the subject of DESP enquiries are 75 years 

of age or above. 6% of people with dementia who are the subject of DESP 

enquiries are under the age of 60. 

• 44% of enquiries come from Daughters or Daughter-In-Laws of people with 

dementia. 23% of calls come from the wives of people with Dementia. 

ESDRSP 
• 119 Living with Memory Loss groups were run in 2004/2005 

• 1612 people attended the programs including 763 people with Dementia and 849 

families and carers. 

• There were over 45 support groups conducted 

• 98% of participants lived in Domestic settings. 78% of participants lived with a 

spouse only and 16% lived alone. 

• 74% of all participants were between 70 and 85 years of age while 19% of 

participants  were under 65 years of age 

 
NDBAS 

• 474 calls were received directly related to Behaviours of concern 

• Nearly 50% of all calls lasted longer than 30 minutes 

• Follow up calls showed that of all behaviours reported : 

a) 77% occurred less frequently after NDBAS was contacted 
b) 69% were less severe after NDBAS was contacted 
c) 33% were described as being no longer a problem 
 
• An independent evaluation of NDBAS was conducted during 2004-2005 and 

concluded that NDBAS did an outstanding job in assisting people to manage 

behaviours of concern. 

 
CEWT 

• 66 courses were conducted for Respite workers. 1200 people attended these 

courses. 

• 64 courses were conducted for families and carers of people with dementia. 800 

people attended these courses. 

• 120 CEWT funded general community information sessions were conducted during 

the year. 
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National Cross Cultural Dementia Network 
 
The National Cross Cultural Dementia Network is in its third year of operation and has 

consolidated its position with in the structure of Alzheimer’s Australia. Its members from 

all States and Territories are committed to the work of the Network and to furthering 

National policy. 

 

The breadth of work before the Network is extensive however, over the last twelve 

months a number of issues have been addressed: 

 
• The completion of a National audit of education and training needs of workers and 

clients from culturally and linguistically diverse communities 

• The National Review of CALD resources 

• The expansion of the number of languages of the Help sheets 

• Development of a position paper on the Guidelines for diagnosing and assessing 

people with dementia from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds 

 
One of the Network’s major commitments for this year has been to support the 

advancement of the Rowland Universal Dementia Assessment Scale (RUDAS) project. 

RUDAS was developed by the Liverpool Aged Care Service and the South Western 

Sydney Area Health Service and was awarded First Prize in the prestigious International  

Psychogeriatric Association Award in 2003. RUDAS is a cross-cultural cognitive 

assessment tool and will in the next twelve months be validated in three States (South 

Australia, New South Wales and Victoria). It is hoped that once this study is completed 

the tool will be widely used for diagnosing dementia amongst people from culturally and 

linguistically diverse backgrounds, enabling them to access dementia medication on the 

Pharmaceutical Benefit Scheme. 

 

Alzheimer’s’ Australia is grateful to all members of the National Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Dementia Reference Group and the National Cross Cultural Dementia 

Network for their continued support and advancement of Access and Equity issues. 
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Indigenous Project 
 
The National Review of the Dementia Training for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Communities is nearing completion. The revised package has been aligned to the 

“Dementia Care” Competency (CHCAC15A) and the “Work Effectively in a Cross Cultural 

Context with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Colleagues, Clients and Organisations” 

Competency (HLTHIR4A). In April 2005 the National Aboriginal HACC Reference group 

were invited to provide comments on the revised package to ensure the cultural 

appropriateness of the information. 

 

The trials of the revised package will take place in the latter part of the year in urban, 

rural and remote settings in SA, QLD, NSW and NT.  The trials will test the feasibility of 

the revised package and ensure that the package can be adapted for diverse settings. 

 

A stakeholder meeting is planned for early September for all members conducting trials 

to discuss changes, feedback and recommendations in preparation for the National 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference group meeting in October 2005. The final 

package is due to be presented to the Australian Government in December 2005. 

 
 
 

   
 

Alzheimer’s Australia N.T. (AANT) staff and graduating students 
l-r: AANT Educator Marilyn Inglis, students: Jamie Pauatjimi, Kirsten Thompson, Trainer Gail Marsh, Facility  
Co-ordinator Sue Leadan, Daisy Tipiloura, Frank Minniecon, Rosemary Pilakui, Moira Pilakui, AANT Exec 

Director, Marianne Fitch 
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Research 
 
In 2004/ 2005, Alzheimer’s Australia strengthened its role in promoting, supporting and 

engaging in Australian dementia research.  Early in 2005, the secretariat of Alzheimer’s 

Australia Research Limited moved to the National office, enabling integration and 

coordination of efforts to promote and fund Australian dementia research.  

 

Australian dementia research has received a considerable boost this year from the 

increased funding in the Australian Government Budget as part of the roll out of 

Dementia as a National Health Priority.  

 

In 2004/2005, Alzheimer’s Australia made submissions to the NHMRC and Productivity 

Commission regarding the need for greater investment in dementia research, produced 

research publications and commissioned economic and social analysis to demonstrate the 

benefits of investment in dementia research.  

 

As well as advocating for dementia research, Alzheimer’s Australia was involved in 

several different research projects including: 

 
• As an associate investigator in an application to NHMRC for a project to address 

the diagnosis and management of dementia in General Practice 

• By supporting and securing funding for the evaluation of assessment instruments 

for CALD communities and rural remote indigenous communities, and for a 

dementia literacy assessment 

• Applying for funding to resource a project for mapping dementia research. 

 
Alzheimer’s Australia and Alzheimer’s Australia Research continued joint funding of the 

Research Development Manager position in the National office. The main roles of the 

Research Development Manager have been to: 

 
• Advance the dementia research mapping project to provide a knowledge base of 

current research in Australia 

• Develop the research section of the National website for consumers 

• Administration and publicity for AAR research grants 

• Respond to enquiries, media reports and prepare submissions on research related 

topics 

 
A major focus in 2004/2005 was on research into dementia prevention and risk 

reduction. Current research has made important advances in our understanding of how 

lifestyle and dietary factors can influence the risk of developing dementia.  
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In recognition of this, a group of eminent Australian researchers and clinicians was 

assembled to prepare a research paper summarising current research on possible risk 

reduction factors. This paper will be launched in September 2005. 

 

Lynette Moore, Executive Director of Alzheimer’s Australia Victoria and Glenn Rees, 

National Executive Director of Alzheimer’s Australia, attended the first International 

Conference on the Prevention of Dementia, held by the US Alzheimer’s Association in 

June 2005. This visit enabled them to meet with leading researchers and policy makers, 

examine the latest research knowledge and discuss the implications of research findings 

with international experts. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
National Website 
 
The Macquarie Bank Foundation has agreed to continue their sponsorship of our national 

website until June 2007.  Their great support has allowed us to plan ahead for the future 

and to improve a vital information tool. 

For 04-05 our website received 76,522 unique users with 784,443 separate pages being 

viewed. 10% of our users were international visitors accessing our website. 

Information includes: 

• Over 100 Help Sheets about all aspects of dementia and care with 6 Help Sheets 

being available in 6 community languages  

• Information for people with dementia, their families and carers as well as for 

health professionals and care workers 

• Up to date information on dementia research and research papers 

• A range of documents including policy positions, submissions and speeches 

• Contact information for the nearest Alzheimer's Australia office, their services, 

events and training. 

 

To view our website please go to www.alzheimers.org.au  
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Sue Pieters – Hawke 

 
 

This year saw the publication of Sue Pieters– Hawke’s book “Hazels Journey” a moving 

and informative account about her personal experiences of Alzheimer’s with her mother 

Hazel Hawke. Sue also undertook a nationwide book tour and visited many Alzheimer’s 

offices to share her experiences.  Sue has also kindly donated part of the proceeds from 

her book to the Hazel Hawke Research & Care Fund. 

 

 

 

Payroll Giving Program 
This program is in its second year and has more than doubled in the number of national 

companies who support us.  Working together with the Australian Charities Fund, our 

supporter’s direct donations from their pay each pay period to needed services in their 

state and territories as well as to funding dementia research.  

 

AGL 

ANZ Bank 

Dunn & Bradstreet 

Lucent Technologies 

Orica 

OneSteel 

NRMA/IAG 

Suzanne Grae 

Travelex  
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National Conference 
The Alzheimer's Australia National Conference was held at the Sydney Convention and 

Exhibition Centre, Darling Harbour on the 11–13 of May 2005.  The conference attracted 

over 880 delegates from Australia, New Zealand and a range of other countries.    

The conference was a great success with the Federal Minister for Ageing, Julie bishop 

announcing at the conference a “world first” program and pledging $8.5 million to  

establish a new network of Dementia and Memory Centres through Alzheimer’s Australia 

to help improve prevention, awareness and the management of dementia. 

Keynote presentations were made by Dr Susan Kurrle on Dementia Drugs - Mainstream & 

Alternative Medicines and the Chairman of Alzheimer's Disease International, Prof Henry 

Brodaty on Mild Cognitive Impairment - Fact or Fiction.  A conference highlight were the 

moving presentations made by people with dementia and their families and carers. 

 

 
(from left) National Executive Director, Glenn Rees; Federal Minister for Ageing, Julie Bishop and 

President of Alzheimer’s Australia, Dr Robert Yeoh at the 2005 National Conference 

 

Workshops were also run each day and well attended by both consumers and health 

professionals. Some of the topics covered were: 

 

• Pain & Dementia 

• Residential Care 

• Education 

 

Our National Conferences provide an opportunity for everyone who is involved with 

dementia to gather together and share their knowledge and experiences as well as renew 

friendships. Our next bi-annual conference is to be held in WA, 2007. 
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Alzheimer’s Disease International: Asia Pacific Region 
 
 
 

 
 
                      Delegates at the Asia Pacific Region meeting in Singapore – 22nd May 2005 
 
 
 
Alzheimer’s Australia took part together with 15 other countries from the Asia Pacific 
Region in a meeting in Singapore on 22 May 2005.  Countries were invited at the 
meeting to take part in the Alzheimer’s University to share experiences on the differences 
between the structure of federal bodies and nationally driven structures and also on 
advocacy and politics.  Through the sharing of experience it is expected that 
organisations across the Asia Pacific Region will be better able to advocate on behalf of 
people with dementia and their families and carers. 
 
The meeting was important for three decisions.  First, to commission a report that would 
explore the epidemiology, economic impact and possible solutions to the dementia 
epidemic across the Asia Pacific Region.  Alzheimer’s Australia agreed to take the lead in 
commissioning this report which it is expected will be completed for publication on World 
Alzheimer’s Day 21 September 2006. 
 
Second, Member countries also agreed to write to governments and aid agencies about 
the plight of people with dementia and their families as a consequence of the Tsunami.  
Evidence was shared among countries that this group was particularly disadvantaged as 
a consequence of that catastrophic event. 
 
Third, the meeting also agreed that Australia, Singapore and South Korea would form an 
Executive to drive forward initiatives in the region. 
 
As a consequence of this and earlier meetings members of Alzheimer’s Australia are 
establishing deeper relations with individual countries in the region with a view to 
assisting them in service delivery. 
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Consumer Medication Survey 
 
This survey is the first time that consumers in Australia have been asked about their 
experience of Alzheimer medications.  
 
Alzheimer’s Australia commissioned the Rehabilitation Studies Unit, University of Sydney 
and Dr Susan Kurrle to survey people with dementia and their relatives and carers about 
their experience with drug treatments for Alzheimer’s disease. The project was funded by 
Alzheimer’s Australia Research Ltd.  
 
Distribution of the survey commenced in September 2004. Survey forms were distributed 
mainly through the State/Territory member organisations of Alzheimer’s Australia. About 
25% were distributed via medical specialists, general practitioners and aged care 
services. There was also an online version of the survey available on the Alzheimer’s 
Australia website. 
 
The initial results reflect the diversity of consumer experience, while providing an 
interesting insight into consumer views of the usefulness of these medications. Key 
findings include: 
 
• Of the 1,226 people who responded to the survey, 90% (1,104) reported receiving a 

drug for the treatment of dementia. 
 

• Of the 1,104 respondents reporting some experience with a dementia drug, 798 
(72%) reported that they were currently taking one of these treatments at the time 
of survey completion. 
 

• The most commonly reported cholinesterase inhibitor medications used, were (in 
order) Aricept, Reminyl and Exelon. 14% of those with experience of the medications 
had tried Ebixa, even though it is not subsidised under the Pharmaceutical Benefit 
Scheme (PBS). 
 

• There was an average treatment duration of between 17 months and 23 months for 
the cholinesterase inhibitors (Aricept, Exelon and Reminyl) and a 9 month average 
duration of treatment for Ebixa. 
 

• 70% of those who had experience of drug treatments for dementia felt they were 
effective. 
 

• 76% of all respondents (including those who have never used dementia medications) 
would advise family or friends with Alzheimer’s disease to take the dementia 
medications. 
 

• The most commonly reported benefit of the dementia medications was that they 
improved/helped memory loss, whilst the most commonly reported side-effect of the 
medications was that they caused nausea/sickness. 
 

• 27% of respondents reported receiving medications that were privately prescribed 
and therefore not subsidised. 
 

• 12% of those who had some experience with dementia medications had obtained 
their drugs at some point through participation in a research study. 
 

• 65% of respondents reported waiting less than four weeks for an assessment by a 
specialist to access drug treatments. 
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• For the 291 respondents who reported waiting four weeks or longer for an 

assessment, the average waiting time was 20 weeks. 
 

• Very few people reported losing access to medications because the Pharmaceutical 
Benefit Scheme eligibility criteria were not met. 
 

• People with a range of diagnoses responded to the questionnaire.  However, 75% of 
respondents reported having a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease.  
 

• Many respondents reported the use of support services.  On average, respondents 
used 4 different types of services. 
 

• Medical specialists were the most common source of information that drug treatments 
for dementia were available. 
 

• A number of respondents commented on the high cost of drug treatments. 
 
 
 
 
Next steps 
Further analysis from this survey will be undertaken over time to look into the 
experiences of different consumer groups. This will be complemented by an analysis of 
the take-up of Alzheimer medications under the PBS guidelines for 2002-03 and 2003-
04, which will look at questions such as 
 
• Who benefits from PBS/Repatriation Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (RPBS) supplied 

Alzheimer medications? 
• Who prescribes Alzheimer medications under PBS/RPBS? 
• How long do people stay on Alzheimer medications supplied under PBS/RPBS? 
• Do prescribing patterns under PBS/RPBS vary across Australia? 
 
 
 
 
The full report is available on the Alzheimer’s Australia web site. 
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Legal Planning and Dementia  
 
Alzheimer's Australia has released an information paper on legal planning and dementia.  
  
While the paper is designed for people with dementia, their families and carers, it is also 
useful reading for anyone who works with people with dementia. It outlines some of the 
issues that may arise after a diagnosis of dementia and explains some basic legal 
concepts that may be helpful to understand in order to deal with these issues.  The paper 
also highlights some of the ways in which people with dementia and their family carers 
can plan ahead. 
 
Topics covered in the paper include: 
• Why you should plan ahead; 
• Planning about financial arrangements; 
• Planning about medical decisions; 
• Legal issues about driving when you have dementia; 
• Legal issues about dementia, discrimination and your employment; 
• Other contact with the legal system. 
 
The paper was prepared with the assistance of Macquarie University, supported by 
comment from a number of legal experts and relevant organisations. The paper is 
complemented by 8 jurisdiction-specific web pages pointing to useful resources in each 
State and Territory.  
 
The information paper and State/Territory resources are available on the web site at 
http://www.alzheimers.org.au/legal
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Publications 
 
During 2004-05, Alzheimer’s Australia has produced or commissioned a number of 
publications and policy documents – including submissions, articles and speeches – which 
may be downloaded from www.alzheimers.org.au. 
 
Significant papers include: 
• Delaying the Onset of Alzheimer’s disease: Projections and Issues, Access Economics, 

August 2004. 
• Dementia Research: A Vision for Australia, September 2004 (see page??). 
• Position Paper 4, Dementia Terminology Framework, December 2004. 
• Dementia Estimates and Projections: Australian States and Territories, Access 

Economics, February 2005. 
• Position Paper 5, Legal Planning and Dementia, April 2005 (see page??). 
• Consumer Medication Survey, April 2005 (see page??). 
 
 
A number of submissions were made during the year including to: 
• The National Neuroscience Consultative Taskforce. 
• The Productivity Commission Ageing Impacts Study 
• The National Health and Medical Research Council Prevention Working Group. 
 
 
 
Dementia Estimates and Projections: Australian States and Territories 
 
This new report by Access Economics was launched on 14 March 2005.   
The report contains Australian, State and Territory data on the prevalence and incidence 
of dementia from 2001 to 2050. 
 
In 2005, it is estimated that there will be nearly 52,000 new cases of dementia – 1000 
people every week – bringing the total number of people with dementia to 200,000. 
 
Dementia Estimates and Projections: Victoria and its Regions 
Dementia Estimates and Projections: Western Australia and its Regions 
 
The report is complemented by regional reports commissioned by Alzheimer’s Australia 
Vic and Alzheimer’s Australia WA. A regional report for NSW will be released in 2005-06. 
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Consumer Focus and Involvement 
 
People with dementia and family carers have continued to play a significant role in policy, 
advocacy and awareness activities during 2004-05.  
 
At the 2003 National Conference, consumers called for dementia to be made a National 
Health Priority. This was achieved during the year with the Australian Government’s 
welcome announcement prior to the October 2004 election and funding in the May 
Budget (see P:19) 
 
During the last twelve months, State and Territory member organisations have 
strengthened the capacity of their consumers to participate through local advisory groups 
and other consultation mechanisms. This has helped consumers to be involved routinely 
in different aspects of National representational and other advocacy work as these 
opportunities have arisen. For example, several Victorian consumers participated in the 
National media effort in Dementia Awareness Week 2004. 
 
82 consumers attended the May 2005 National Conference in Sydney. This represented 
approximately 10% of delegates. Both people with dementia and family carers addressed 
plenary sessions within the mainstream conference program. Consumers met in separate 
policy workshops to discuss arrangements for the planned National Consumer Summit to 
be held in October at Parliament House, Canberra. 
 
 
The preliminary round of Summit consultations included public forums and 
focus groups to identify key priorities and issues.  In some States, a second 
consultation phase was planned to occur after the Conference to further discuss 
and refine the issues to be considered at the Summit. 
 
 
The National Consumer Summit will meet to discuss key priority issues and action related 
to: 
• financial support for people with dementia and carers; 

• community care services;  

• residential care; 

• medical professionals, diagnosis and assessment; 

• strategies to empower consumers; 

• acute care; and 
• research. 
 
Reports about National and State/Territory consumer focus activities are discussed at the 
six-monthly Alzheimer’s Australia Board meetings. 
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Alzheimer’s Australia Inc 
ABN 79 625 582 771 

Financial Report 
For the year ended 30 June 2005 

 
 
 
 

Key financial results have been included in this report.  
A copy of the full audited accounts is available on request. 
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What is Alzheimer’s Australia? 
 
Alzheimer’s Australia is the National peak body for people living with dementia, their 
families and carers. Its vision is for a society committed to the prevention of dementia, 
while valuing and supporting people living with dementia. 
 
In the early 1980’s, State and Territory Alzheimer’s Associations were established as self 
help organisations by and for family carers of people with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
dementias. The National Federation was formed in 1989 with membership from all States 
and Territories. Alzheimer’s Australia works in partnership with other peak consumer 
bodies and stakeholders, as well as Government. 
 
Alzheimer’s Australia administers leading edge National dementia programs and services 
funded by the Commonwealth.  These services are provided by members of Alzheimer’s 
Australia and other organizations and include 
 

 A National Dementia Helpline that provides information, advice and local referrals to 
callers. 

 Face to face counselling including emotional support and problem solving for 
individuals and families. 

 A comprehensive 6-8 week program for people living with early stage dementia and 
their carers. 

 Help sheets that provide information about dementia and living and caring for 
someone with dementia. Some are available in community languages. 

 Metropolitan and regional support groups for carers. 
 Accredited dementia care training for aged care workers. 
 A National Dementia Behaviour Advisory Service that provides advice on the 

managing of challenging behaviours to carers and respite care workers. 
 
Alzheimer’s Australia is an active advocate for people with dementia, their families and 
carers. Alzheimer’s Australia is committed to a strong consumer focus and encourages 
people with early stage dementia, their families and carers to 
 

 Serve on National, State and Territory Association boards and committees. 
 Participate in advocacy campaigns for better dementia services and policies. 
 Represent consumer views to Government and Industry. 
 Volunteer, for example on speakers’ panels or operating the National Dementia 

Helpline. 
 Review and comment on information materials and policy documents. 

 
Importantly Alzheimer’s Australia has encouraged people with early stage dementia to 
self advocate and to be involved for example in the development of the web site and to 
be active participants in the biennial National conference. 
 
If you would like to know more about Alzheimer’s Australia or to make a donation please 
visit us at www.alzheimers.org.au or contact us at 
 
Alzheimer’s Australia     
Tel: (02) 6254 4233    Fax: (02) 6278 7225 
Email: secretariat@alzheimers.org.au PO Box 4019 Hawker ACT 2614

http://www.alzheimers.org.au/
mailto:secretariat@alzheimers.org.au


 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit the Alzheimer’s Australia web site at  
 
www.alzheimers.org.au  
 
for comprehensive information about  
 

 dementia and care 
 

 information, education and training 
 

 other services offered by member organisations  
 

 

NATIONAL DEMENTIA HELPLINE:  1800 100 500  

http://www.alzheimers.org.au/
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