
Friday 24 May 2013 – Today at the Sydney Writers Festival 
Marie Williams was awarded the Finch Memoir Award for 
2013 for her book Green Vanilla Tea. The announcement was 
made at a lively panel discussion featuring the author along-
side Ita Buttrose, AO, OBE, Richard Glover, Susan Duncan and 
Jacqueline Kent.

Publisher Rex Finch marked the occasion by giving Marie a 
finished copy of her new book. He said: ‘The standard of the 
entries we receive improves every year. Marie won against 
some fierce competition including finalist Heath Lander’s 
book The Bouncer, which we will publish later in 2013. How-
ever, the judges agreed that Green Vanilla Tea was the stand-
out entry this year, making us laugh, cry and above all reflect 
on the value of love and family.’ 

For Marie Williams, winning the award was pro-
foundly affirming.  To have the book that she ini-
tially wrote for her sons acknowledged was very 
exciting.

She said, ‘I am still amazed that this family act 
of story telling ended up in a book that won an 
award. How on earth did that happen? My first 
manuscript appraiser suggested I submit it to the 
Finch Memoir Prize.  I laughed and never thought 
of it again. All I wanted to do was polish it for the 
boys. 

‘And then one day, it just felt like the writing/talk-
ing/reflecting was done.  I asked the boys, “If you 
had read a story like this when Dad was sick, would it have 
helped you?”  They both said yes.  So I parcelled it up, drove to 
the Post Office and off it went.  There seemed to be something 
significant about the physical act of setting the story free.  I had 
absolutely no sense of it becoming anything.  I drove home a 
little teary but with a light heart. 

‘Then, I got a call from Finch Publishing. I cannot tell you how 
affirming this prize has been, considering this all started out as 
a story that had no words. And to think it can go out into the 
world and hopefully make a contribution – what an amazing 
outcome!’

Green Vanilla Tea is a story of compassion and courage in the 
face of a deadly and little understood illness. Above all, it is a 
love story.

Marie Williams watches helplessly as an undiagnosable     
condition debilitates her husband, Dominic, in both body and 
mind.  As the condition develops, the normally devoted family 
man and loving partner seems to disappear beneath an ex-
pressionless face and a relentless desire to walk and walk and 
walk at all hours of the day and night.

In a compelling story that spans both joy and sadness, Marie 
Williams writes about the bonds in her family, her sons’ love 
for their father, the spirit that sustains them all during the 
most testing of experiences and about the struggle they faced 
in dealing with the inexplicable.

The Finch Memoir Award is a publication prize and is worth 
$10,000 and publication on the Finch list. 

About the author
Marie Williams grew up in South Africa and lived 
in Canada before moving to Australia.  She has 
worked as a social worker and family therapist in 
health settings, not-for-profit sectors and private 
practice. She is also an artist and believes in the 
power of creativity and story to transform. Green 
Vanilla Tea is her first book.

Comments from early readers
‘This book sensitively brings to life the heartache, 
humour and love that’s involved in living with 
dementia.’ Ita Buttrose, OA, OBE, President of 
Alzheimer’s Australia

‘Green Vanilla Tea truly is a knock-out book that hits so many 
of the right notes and is completely relevant in today’s world.’ 
Susan Duncan, author of Salvation Creek and The Briny 
Café

‘[I was] moved by the tragedy of the story, and the love and 
trust and care and kindness everybody showed...’ Jacquie 
Kent, author of The Making of Julia Guillard

About the Book
Green Vanilla Tea  by Marie Williams (Finch Publishing, 24 
May 2013) is available from good bookshops and online 
etailers nationwide. The eBook (ISBN 9780987419675) is 
available Saturday 25 May at $9.99. The paperback (ISBN 
9781921462993) is available Monday 27 May at $24.99.
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Publicity
Marie Williams is in Sydney to promote her book from 24 May until late morning on 29 May. Thereafter she will 
be available for interviews from her home town of Brisbane. Requests for review copies, extracts, giveaways and 
interviews to: Laura Boon, Finch Publishing. Ph: 02 8084 8312 / 0431 205 177. E: laura@finch.com.au
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