
Professor Henry Brodaty AO, MB BS, MD, DSc, FRACP, FRANZCP 
 
Henry Brodaty is Scientia Professor of Ageing and Mental 
Health, Director of the Australian government funded 
Primary Dementia Collaborative Research Centre, Co-
Director Centre for Health Brain Ageing, Montefiore Chair of 
Healthy Brain Ageing at the University of New South Wales 
and Founding Director and currently, Professor Aged Care 
Psychiatry and Head of the Memory Disorders Clinic at 
Prince of Wales Hospital in Sydney. He is also Leader of the 
NSW Health Dementia Policy Team which developed the 
2010-2015 Plan for Dementia Services in NSW and 
President-Elect of the International Psychogeriatric 
Association. 
 
Professor Brodaty has published extensively, is on the 
editorial board of several journals, has been the recipient of 
a number of awards and is a member of several key State 

Committees and National Committees in Australia concerned 
with dementia and mental health in older people. 
These currently include the Commonwealth Government 
Strategic Review of Health and Medical Research (the 
McKeon Review) and the Aged Care Reform Implementation 
Council. He was previously chairman of Alzheimer’s Disease 
International, and president of Alzheimer’s Australia. 
Professor Brodaty’s research interests lie in the fields of 
dementia caregivers, drug treatments for Alzheimer’s 
disease, behavioural and psychological symptoms of 
dementia (BPSD), nursing 
homes and epidemiology of cognitive health and decline. 

 

Bryce Vissel PhD 

Dr Bryce Vissel is head of the Garvan Institute's 
neurodegeneration research effort. He was recruited to 
Australia from the Salk Institute in the USA to establish and 
lead research for brain disease and repair, with the 
assistance of the State Government of NSW. His laboratory 
is focused on preclinical research in Alzheimer's, Parkinson's 
and spinal cord disorders and is directed to develop new 
ways to understand cell loss and neural regeneration, in 
order to treat and prevent devastating neurodegenerative 
diseases, with potential for enormous social and economic 
benefits. He has published in the world’s leading journals and 
has wide experience with approaches used in neuroscience 
research as well as in policy development. He has a record 
of leadership and team building. He has received a number 
of awards, including the prestigious Fulbright award, a 
Liebermann award and a BIOFIRST award.  

 

 

 

 



Michael Valenzuela 

Associate Professor Michael Valenzuela is leader of the 
Regenerative Neuroscience Group at the Brain and Mind 
Research Institute, University of Sydney. His background is 
in psychology, clinical medicine and neuroscience research. 
AProf Valenzuela’s PhD focused on the topic of brain 
reserve, specifically how complex mental activity affects the 
development and expression of dementia. This question was 
tackled using multiple different technologies including 
epidemiology, neuroimaging and cognitive research. For this 
work he was awarded the prestigious Eureka Prize for 
Medical Research in 2006. More recently, he was honoured 
to receive a NHMRC Excellence Award for the top-ranked 
clinical Career Development Award in 2010.  

AProf Valenzuela’s research is aimed at further 
understanding the competing forces of neuroplasticity and 
degeneration in the human brain, and how these can either 
lead to, or help prevent, dementia. This research includes 
studies with stem cells, animal models, brain tissue, human 
clinical trials and large multinational population-based 
samples. AProf Valenzuela believes that the problem of 
dementia is a critical one for modern society, and is 
committed to communicating dementia-prevention health 
ideas to the public. 

 
 


