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Carers a welcome priority in Victoria 

Dementia Australia applauds the Victorian Government for acknowledging the significant 
contribution by carers in our community, demonstrated by the inaugural role of Minister for Disability, 
Ageing and Carers.  
 
Dementia Australia CEO, Maree McCabe said the new ministerial portfolio elevates the profile of 
carers as a priority, especially for all those caring for the more than 107,000 Victorians living with 
dementia. 
 
“Carers enable so many people to remain in the community and to stay engaged while surrounded 
by their families and loved ones. The care they provide is key to increasing family, social and 
community inclusion for people living with dementia,” Ms McCabe said. 
 
“Support is crucial to reducing the stress and health impacts that are often inherent for carers. With 
more than 300,000 Victorians projected to be living with dementia by 2058, the number of carers 
needed will also dramatically increase.  
 
“We welcome The Hon Luke Donnellan MP to the position and look forward to discussing the needs 
of carers and how we can support him in making a difference to the lives of all Victorians impacted 
by dementia.” 
 
Dementia Australia would also like to congratulate The Hon Jenny Mikakos MLC, Minister for Health, 
Anthony Carbines MP, Parliamentary Secretary for Health, and Lizzie Blandthorn MP, Parliamentary 
Secretary for Carers, for their new roles.  
 
For more information about Dementia Australia’s various programs designed to support carers of those 
living with dementia, contact the National Dementia Helpline on 1800 100 500. 
 

-Ends- 
Dementia Australia is the national peak body and charity for people, of all ages, living with all forms of dementia, their 
families and carers. It provides advocacy, support services, education and information. An estimated 436,000 people 
have dementia in Australia. This number is projected to reach almost 1.1 million by 2058. Dementia Australia is the new 
voice of Alzheimer’s Australia. Dementia Australia’s services are supported by the Australian Government. 

National Dementia Helpline 1800 100 500                                                                                                                
Interpreter service available                                                                                                                                                
(The National Dementia Helpline is an Australian Government Initiative)                                                                                                        
Dementia is a National Health Priority Area                                                                                www.dementia.org.au 
Media contacts: Gabrielle Prabhu 0447 253 583 Gabrielle.Prabhu@dementia.org.au / Christine Bolt 0400 004 553 
christine.bolt@dementia.org.au 

When talking or writing about dementia please refer to Dementia Language Guidelines. 
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