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BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
 
This document contains important information for applicants regarding the application 
procedure and eligibility conditions for the Alzheimer’s Australia Dementia Research 
Foundation (AADRF) Dementia Grants Program (Round 2). 
 
Applicants should read all of the information included in this document and liaise with their 
host institution’s research office before contacting the Foundation with any queries regarding 
the application process or eligibly conditions.   
 
 
ROUND 2 KEY DATES 
 
• Applications Open: Monday 4 September 2017 (9.00 a.m. AEST) 
• Applications Close: Monday 16 October 2017 (5.00 p.m. AEST) 
 

LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
 
• Outcomes Announced: December 2017/January 2018 
• Funding Commences: January – March 2018 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The AADRF is the research arm of Alzheimer’s Australia. The Foundation provides funding 
to support new and emerging dementia researchers, it works with consumers to ensure that 
research reflects their concerns, and it promotes understanding and awareness of dementia 
research among the community. The Foundation is entirely funded by donations and support 
from members of the public and Australian businesses, and is managed by Alzheimer’s 
Australia National Office in Canberra. 
 
The AADRF also advertises, assesses and administers grants on behalf of Alzheimer’s 
Australia Dementia Research Foundation – Victoria (AADRF-Vic), a separately incorporated 
research foundation owned by Alzheimer’s Australia Vic. 
 
The information in this booklet is designed to help those intending to apply for funding for 
Round 2 of the 2017 Dementia Grants Program. Applicants should read this document 
thoroughly in order to understand the conditions and application procedure. In most cases 
the answer to frequently asked questions can be found in this document.  
 
Further information about the Foundation including previous grant rounds and outcomes can 
be found at: www.dementiaresearchfoundation.org.au.  
 
  
  

http://www.dementiaresearchfoundation.org.au/


2017 Dementia Grants Program – Round 2 – Information for Applicants 3 

CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT 
 
Alzheimer’s Australia is a consumer organisation, and although researchers funded by the 
AADRF are not required to engage with or involve consumers in their work, they are strongly 
encouraged to do so. Even for researchers working in basic biomedical science, there are 
mutual and sometimes mutually surprising benefits that can be gained by talking to and 
working closely with consumers. 
 
Points to consider 
 
• Will the outcome of your research directly or indirectly help to improve the lives of people 

living with dementia and/or their families or carers? If so how? Remember that the 
AADRF is funded by donations from members of the public for the purposes of research 
into treatments, cure and care of dementia. If your proposed project does not have the 
potential to help our progression towards these objectives ask yourself: is it worth 
applying? 

• Are you using appropriate language and terminology? For example, many people with 
dementia prefer not to be referred to directly or indirectly as a ‘dementia sufferer’. A 
guide to dementia-friendly language is available from https://fightdementia.org.au/about-
dementia/resources/dementia-language-guidelines.  

• If your project will recruit people with dementia and/or their carers, are the requirements 
for participation going to be practical, relevant and appropriate? It may be helpful to 
arrange to talk to consumers to ask them directly (through your local Alzheimer’s 
Australia organisation if necessary) before you finalise your application. 

• If your project involves people with less common forms of dementia, are you going to be 
able to recruit the numbers required for the study?  

• Did you consult with any consumers about your research proposal? Is it something that 
consumers consider is useful, or did they suggest other ideas that you could consider? 

• Have you thought about inviting one or more consumers to be more actively involved in 
your project (in an advisory capacity or assisting with recruitment or dissemination of 
findings through their networks)? 

• If consumers are involved in the project, what arrangements do you have in place to 
ensure that they will not be out of pocket? (i.e., travel and parking reimbursed, or a per-
diem if required.) 

• Will participants be informed about the outcomes of the research in a timely manner? 
Volunteering to participate in a research project requires significant commitment and 
most people want to hear about the outcomes of the research. They may want to stay 
informed during the course of the project too. 

• How will you communicate your findings beyond the academic community to inform 
consumers and the broader public?  

https://fightdementia.org.au/about-dementia/resources/dementia-language-guidelines
https://fightdementia.org.au/about-dementia/resources/dementia-language-guidelines
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ROUND 2: POSTGRADUATE (PHD) SCHOLARSHIPS IN 
DEMENTIA RESEARCH 
 
This year, the AADRF is offering: 

 
• Four x AADRF PhD Scholarships (new PhD students – enrolled or intending to enrol) 

@ $30,000 per annum (for 3 years).* 
 
* Note: No additional funding will be granted for extensions. 
 
 
ALZHEIMER’S AUSTRALIA  
DEMENTIA RESEARCH FOUNDATION 
PHD SCHOLARSHIPS IN DEMENTIA RESEARCH 
 
The PhD Scholarships are offered to students undertaking a research PhD in an area 
relevant to an aspect of dementia and will be awarded for three years only, with a value of 
$30,000 per year (i.e., no additional funding will be granted for extensions). 
 
To be eligible for a PhD Scholarship award the applicant must: 
 
• Be a citizen or permanent resident of Australia, or a New Zealand citizen living in 

Australia. All applicants, including Australian citizens, must provide evidence to support 
this criterion. 

• Have recently enrolled in a full-time research degree at an Australian university or show 
that they have made arrangements to undertake a full-time PhD in research at an 
Australian university. Part-time PhD students are not eligible for the AADRF PhD 
Scholarship. 

• Have written agreement of a qualified supervisor and the support of an Australian 
university to carry out the proposed project. 

• Provide a research proposal that relates to an aspect of dementia. The research must be 
undertaken in Australia. 

• Follow the guidelines of the host institution regarding paid work hours during their PhD 
(e.g. some Australian universities permit 10-20 hours paid work per week or additional 
salary up to 75% of the Scholarship). 

• Not hold another scholarship (i.e. the scholarship cannot be used as a top-up 
scholarship). 

 
Applicants who are currently enrolled in a PhD are encouraged to apply. However, the 
AADRF may, at its sole discretion, provide funding for the time remaining on the applicant’s 
candidature only. For example, an applicant who has completed 6 months of a full-time PhD 
program is eligible for 2.5 years of scholarship funding. Upon commencement of the award, 
the applicant must not have completed more than 50% of their PhD program. 
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APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
 
Applicants are required to submit their application and all supporting documentation 
via an online application portal.  
 
Online application form 
 
Applications must be submitted online via an application portal available through the AADRF 
website (www.dementiaresearchfoundation.org.au/research-grants). The portal will close at 
the advertised closing date, after which applicants will not be able to upload or modify any 
part of their application.  
 
The application form includes a number of required fields. To ensure that all relevant 
information is entered, each page of the application form needs to be completed in full 
before moving onto the next. A template may be downloaded from the AADRF website at 
https://www.dementiaresearchfoundation.org.au/information-applicants to work on the 
application offline and to view each section of the application form.  
 
If applicants experience technical errors when uploading an application, contact 
foundation@alzheimers.org.au. 
 
Late applications, and applications sent by mail or email will not be accepted.  
 
Supporting documents and required attachments 
 
As well as completing the online application form, applicants must upload the following 
supporting documents (in PDF format) on the application portal. Applications that do not 
include the required documentation for the type of grant being applied for will be considered 
ineligible and may not be assessed. Please note that attachments cannot not be amended or 
added to the application after the application closing date.  
 
1. Evidence of Australian citizenship or New Zealand citizenship or permanent 

residency (required of all applicants)  
Please provide a scanned copy of a birth certificate, passport, visa documentation or 
official documentation from the Department of Immigration and Border Protection. If you 
are a New Zealand citizen, please also provide evidence of Australian residence (i.e. 
letter addressed you at an Australian address such as a utilities bill or a certified 
photocopy of your Medicare card). Statutory Declarations, Medicare cards, Australian 
driver’s licences or other documents will not be accepted as proof of permanent 
residency or citizenship. 

 
2. A copy of an official academic transcripts 

A scanned copy of an academic transcript. Applicants who are currently completing an 
honours degree at the time of application must provide their final grade to the Foundation 
as soon as this becomes available.  
 
 
 

http://www.dementiaresearchfoundation.org.au/research-grants
mailto:foundation@alzheimers.org.au
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3. Academic CV (maximum 10 pages)  
Include publications, awards, conference presentations and service to the academic 
community.  

 
4. Detailed Research Proposal 

A research proposal not exceeding 5 pages with a minimum font size of 12 and 
standard margins. Any additional pages will not be assessed. Explanatory appendices 
are not permissible. You are permitted to include figures and tables. Descriptions for 
figures may be in size 10 font. The research proposal should include the following 
sections: 
 
1. Aims: List specific aims and potential significance of the project. Clearly state the 

research question and hypothesis to be tested, as well as rationale and objectives. 
2. Background: Summarise both previous work from your host department in this field, 

and work reported by others, which provides the basis for the proposed research 
project. 

3. Research Methodology: Include a clear description of methods and design, 
including the following, if applicable: participant recruitment strategy; 
inclusion/exclusion criteria; study design; intervention or manipulation; outcome 
measures; statistical analysis plan and rationale; safety and risk considerations; drug 
regimens; and special equipment or measures. 

4. Key references: Please include a list of up to 20 key references cited in the 
proposal. 

 
5. Ethics Approval (if available) 

Evidence of approval of the proposed project by an authorised Human Research Ethics 
Committee, if available.  
 

6. Certification of Support Form signed by: 
• The Chief Investigator (i.e. the applicant) 
• The Principal Supervisor named on the application form, confirming their contribution 

to the project as described in the research proposal.  
• The Head of School or Department (or equivalent) in which the research will take 

place. 
• The Head of the Administering Institution or appropriate nominee. The research 

office at your institution will be able to advise who this person should be. 
 
A certification of support form template is available at: 
www.dementiaresearchfoundation.org.au/information-applicants.  

 
Naming convention 
 
The files uploaded into the application portal should be labelled using the following naming 
convention:  
 
• Evidence of citizenship or permanent residency: Surname_Residency 
• Official academic transcripts: Surname_Transcript 
• Academic CV: Surname_CV 

http://www.dementiaresearchfoundation.org.au/grants
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• Research Proposal: Surname_Research Proposal 
• Ethics approval (if available): Surname_Ethics 
• Certification of Support Form: Surname_Support 
 
 
ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
All applications to the AADRF Dementia Grants Program undergo a rigorous review 
process overseen by members of the AADRF’s Scientific Panel. 
(visit https://www.dementiaresearchfoundation.org.au/our-scientific-panel). 
 
Eligibility check 
 
The AADRF staff will check all applications after the application closing date to ensure 
compliance with eligibility criteria and conditions of award. Applicants may be contacted by 
AADRF staff to confirm details (for example, if required documentation has not been 
included). However, it is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that they meet all eligibility 
criteria and conditions of the award prior to submitting an application, and that 
documentation supporting their eligibility is included as required with the application. This 
includes proof of Australian citizenship or permanent residency for both Australian applicants 
and applicants from other countries. The AADRF reserves the right to rule out of contention 
any application that does not include proof of eligibility without further assessment. Please 
note that applicants must inform the AADRF if their eligibility against the stated criteria 
changes in any way during the assessment process. Funding will not commence until all 
relevant requirements, including eligibility, have been met.  
 
Assessment of applications 
 
All applications in this round will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 
 
• The quality of the academic record and potential of the applicant. 
• The relevance of the project to research in dementia. 
• The suitability of intended/current supervisors and institution. 
• The significance, feasibility and merit of the research proposal. 
 
The final decision on successful applicants will be made by the Scientific Panel and the 
Board of the AADRF, with input from members of the Alzheimer’s Australia National 
Dementia Consumer Network. 
 
Applicants who are considered fundable but are not allocated one of the available 
scholarships are placed on a reserve list, and may be offered an award in the event that 
higher-ranked applicants turn awards down. 
 
Announcement of awards 
 
An official announcement of the 2017 award winners will be made on the AADRF website in 
late 2017 or early 2018. This announcement will detail each successful applicant’s name, 
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institution, project title and summary of the proposal. Award winners will be expected to 
assist the Foundation, if required, by being featured in media articles/releases and public 
announcements related to an award from the Foundation.  
 
Feedback to unsuccessful applicants 
 
Unsuccessful applicants will be provided with general feedback that covers the strengths 
and weaknesses of all applications to the program. Individual feedback may be available on 
request.  
 
Feedback is provided for the purpose of helping unsuccessful applicants improve the quality 
of subsequent applications to AADRF or other funding bodies. No correspondence regarding 
the accuracy or merits of feedback will be entered into. 
 
Please be advised that all decisions are final, and there is no mechanism for appeal. 
 
 
CONDITIONS 

Eligibility of previous AADRF award recipients 
 
Previous recipients are able to apply to the Dementia Grants Program, as long as they meet 
all relevant eligibility criteria. 
 
Resubmission of previous applications 
 
Applicants are welcome to resubmit previously unsuccessful applications, which will be 
assessed on their merits alongside all other applications. It should be noted however that the 
AADRF Dementia Grants Program is becoming increasingly competitive, and applications 
that have been unsuccessful in previous years are very unlikely to progress to the final 
stages of assessment in subsequent years, unless substantial improvements have been 
made with respect to the assessment criteria. 
 
Ethics approvals and informed consent 
 
All successful projects involving human or animal participants must have approval from an 
authorised human or animal research ethics committee before funding agreements can be 
finalised. 
  
When planning research involving people with dementia, applicants should make sure that 
they are familiar with the principles of and requirements for informed consent with people 
who may lack cognitive and/or legal capacity to provide written informed consent 
themselves.  
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Acknowledgement of support  
 
Successful applicants must acknowledge the support of AADRF in all publications, 
presentations, summary findings and media announcements relating to the research, 
provide progress reports on the research and be prepared to assist the AADRF, if required, 
by speaking at Alzheimer’s Australia functions, attending specified conferences, hosting 
laboratory visits, or being featured in media articles/releases.  
 
Notification of additional funding  
 
Applicants must notify the AADRF if they receive funding from another source for a 
project/scholarship that is the subject of an application to AADRF. 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
For any enquiries please email: foundation@alzheimers.org.au or call (02) 6278 8900. 
 

mailto:foundation@alzheimers.org.au

