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Keep control of your future

Introducing the START TALK website

What is planning ahead?

‘Planning ahead’ means planning for the future, in case you lose the ability to make decisions about
financial, lifestyle and health care issues. This may happen if you have a sudden accident, become
very ill or develop a condition like dementia that affects your memory and your planning ability.
Planning ahead involves talking to your family and your doctor about what is important to you. It
might also involve organising who will make decisions for you if you are not able to.

Why is planning ahead important?

e You still have a say in how decisions are made for you when you can no longer speak for
yourself.

e It helps your family if they have to make decisions for you at some time in the future.

e It can give you peace of mind now, because you will have told your family your wishes and
given both you and them a chance to prepare for the future.

e It is important for everyone, but particularly for people with chronic health conditions or
early signs of dementia

Does planning ahead fit into my culture?
e Attitudes to talking about the future and issues such as death and dying can vary a lot
between different cultural communities.
e The ways that decisions are made within families and communities can also vary a lot
between cultural groups.
e Even if planning ahead does not happen easily in your community, it is still something that
will bring benefits for you and your family.

How can I start to plan ahead?
e Go to the website start2talk.org.au and take a look at the worksheets and resources
available there.
e Talk to your family about your wishes and show them information from the website.
e Talk to your doctor. It may help to take this brochure along and tell them there is
information for doctors on the start2talk website.

What if | cannot understand the website?

e Download the Helpsheet in your language called Early Planning, This gives an overview of
issues in planning ahead.

e Check if any family members or friends can help explain the material on the website to
you.

e If you are part of a social or community group, find out if other members are interested in
these issues and if they want to look at the website with you.

e Check if there are any multicultural health or community workers in your area that you
may be able to talk to about planning ahead and the website.

There’s no better time to start to talk
Visit www.start2talk.org.au today

Further information

Alzheimer’s Australia offers support, information, education and counselling. Contact the National Dementia
Helpline on 1800 100 500 or visit our website at www.fightdementia.org.au

For language assistance phone the Translating and Interpreting Service on 131 450.
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