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Connections 

 

Update on national unification 
 

National CEO’s visit a great success 
 

Much progress has been made on the multiple projects involved in moving the state and 

territory Alzheimer’s organisations to a national unified entity under the banner Dementia 

Australia. The national CEO has been appointed, and a number of “workstream leads” have 

been selected to spearhead the work of system and process amalgamation in their areas 

(such as corporate services, marketing and communications, education and information, 

client services). 

 

An independent national external recruitment process is also nearing completion that will 

result in the appointment of the CEO’s senior executive team – announcements on this very 

soon. 

 

The National CEO Maree McCabe has almost completed visits to all the state and territory 

capitals, including her recent very successful engagement with AATas staff, clients, carers 

and stakeholders in both Launceston and Hobart.  

 

Maree, AATas President Amanda Quealy and CEO Tony Reidy also met with Premier Will 

Hodgman during Maree’s visit and were able to give the State Government a first-hand 

briefing on a range of dementia resourcing and support issues, and the unification project. 

 

Maree was full of praise for the great work being done in Tasmania by AATas to support 

people living with dementia and those who care for them. 

 

The necessary documentation is also near completion that will enable each of the states 

and territories to convene a special general meeting of members to brief them on this 

exciting proposal and achieve the required mandate. We’ll be in a position to notify the 

date and time of this meeting in the very near future. 

                         Maree McCabe 
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Alzheimer’s Australia Dementia Advisory  

Committee calls for expressions of interest 
 

Alzheimer’s Australia is seeking expressions of interest from people living with dementia to 

become members of the Alzheimer’s Australia Dementia Advisory Committee. The 

committee supports people with dementia to have a voice in advocating for the needs and 

priorities of people with dementia in relation to service provision, information, support and 

education.  

Committee members provide advice on policy and advocacy work, national programs, and 

work to promote dialogue between those with dementia and service providers with a view 

to promoting a better understanding of their social and care needs. The committee aims to 

give a voice to people living with a diagnosis of dementia in Australia.  

The Alzheimer’s Australia Dementia Advisory Committee is the third of its kind in the world, 

and the first in Australia.  

The committee meets monthly by teleconference, 1-2 times per year face to face, and 

communicates on a regular basis through email.  

Members typically serve a three-year term and transition to the Alzheimer’s Australia 

Dementia Advisory Committee Alumni on resignation.  

The role is voluntary and members may resign at any time.  

Background 

The Alzheimer’s Australia Dementia Advisory Committee was established in 2013 in response 

to people with dementia around the country who wanted to be involved in advocating for 

the needs of people with dementia and their families.  

Membership 

All members of the committee are people with dementia. There is a maximum of 12 

members from around Australia and we are currently seeking 5 new members. 

For more information about how to submit an Expression of Interest please phone Leanne 

O'Neill on 02 6278 8900 or email nat.admin@alzheimers.org.au 

 

National Dementia Conference – assisting  

consumers with the cost of attendance 
 
Alzheimer’s Australia Victoria is hosting the Biennial National Dementia Conference in 

Melbourne from 17 – 20 October. A Consumer Participation Fund has been set up to help 

consumers with the cost of attending - such as domestic travel, registration fees or 

accommodation - and the fund is now taking applications. 

 

People who have applied to be guest speakers or people who wish to attend as general 

participants are encouraged to apply through this fund. This money is specifically for people 

mailto:nat.admin@alzheimers.org.au
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living with dementia and/or family carers and cannot be used for health professionals to 

attend. The online application form and further information is available via the link below. The 

first round of funding applications will close on 1July.  

 

If you have any questions, or would like a paper copy of the form, please don’t hesitate to 

get in touch with me – my details are below.  

 

http://dementia2017.org/consumer-participation-fund 

 

If you have any questions, or would like a paper copy of the form, please don’t hesitate to 

get in touch with me – my details are below.  

  

Celina Day 
Consumer Engagement Officer | Alzheimer's Australia Vic 

155 Oak Street Parkville VIC 3052 

p: +61 3 9816 5720 | f: +61 3 9816 5733 | m: 0439 208 945 | e: Celina.Day@alzheimers.org.au 

 
The introduction of client fees 
 

The Aged Care Reform that the Commonwealth introduced across Australia in 2015 included 

a ‘Fees Framework’ for the Commonwealth Home Support Program (CHSP).  This means that 

anyone over the age of 65 years, when accessing service provision provided by any aged 

care organisation, is encouraged to contribute to the cost of the service.      

 

Alzheimer's Australia Tas has been reluctant to introduce client contributions for all funded 

services, however it is now a government reportable requirement.   The client contribution will 

be no more than 15% of the Aged Care Pension, and indeed it may be much less.  There will 

be fee waivers and subsidies available.  Our organisation is currently working on the 

development of a client contribution policy and procedure so as to be compliant with the 

government’s directive.   

 

It is our philosophy that all people living with dementia and their carers receive the support 

they require, therefore the ability to pay, or not, will not be used as a barrier to support.  As 

soon as we have prepared our policy and fee structure we will be notifying all clients and 

carers of the client contribution charge.  Please remember to contact your nearest 

Alzheimer's Australia office (details at the back of this newsletter) if you would like further 

information or clarification.   

 

Government requirements on client contributions can be found here:    CHSP 

guidelines    and the fees framework here  Client contribution framework   

 

Research project – Dementia in the Public Domain 
 

An invitation to participate in this research 
 
Researchers at the University of Melbourne want to find out how people form their opinions 

about dementia and what they consider to be effective campaigning to increase 

understanding about and empathy for people living with dementia and those who provide 

support. 

http://dementia2017.org/consumer-participation-fund
mailto:Celina.Day@alzheimers.org.au
file://///corp.alzheimers.org.au/data/TAS/Newsletters/2017/CHSP%20guidelines
file://///corp.alzheimers.org.au/data/TAS/Newsletters/2017/CHSP%20guidelines
file://///corp.alzheimers.org.au/data/TAS/Newsletters/2017/Client%20contribution%20framework
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The aim of the study is to examine current public perceptions of dementia from a range of 

perspectives, including those of key professional and consumer groups, and aim to provide 

guidance for future public campaigning to foster greater understanding about and 

empathy toward people living with dementia and their carers. 

 

The researchers are interested to hear your personal views and opinions and would like to 

interview:  

 *    People living with dementia or 

 *    Family and people providing support  

 

Interviews will be conducted over the phone, take between 30-60 minutes, and are carried 

out by a trained researcher with previous experience of interviewing people about 

dementia-related issues. You may indicate whether you would prefer to participate in the 

interview face-to-face or over the phone. Interviews will be set to take place at a mutually 

convenient time.  

 

With your permission, the interview will be tape-recorded and transcribed for an accurate 

record of what was said. Your identifying details will be deleted from the transcript of the 

recording to protect your privacy and confidentiality. And if you wish the researchers will also 

send you a copy of the interview transcript for checking.  

 

As a small token of appreciation a $40 gift voucher will be offered and you will also receive a 

summary of the results.  

 
People living with dementia who are interested in participating or finding out more should 

email Leanne O’Neill at:  Leanne.ONeill@alzheimers.org.au  

  

  

   

Website:  https://tas.fightdementia.org.au/  

 

Hobart office and headquarters 

85 Creek Road, New Town 7008 

Phone:  (03) 6279 1100 

  

The Old Vicarage Respite House 

St John’s Avenue, New Town 7008 

Phone:  (03) 6279 1133 

 

Launceston Office 

63 - 65 Paringa Ave,  

Newnham 7248 

Phone:  (03) 6326 3488 

  

Ulverstone Office 

11 King Edward Street,  

Ulverstone 7315 

Phone:  (03) 6425 8701 

  
  

mailto:Leanne.ONeill@alzheimers.org.au
https://tas.fightdementia.org.au/

