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23 April 2021

The Hon Scott Morrison MP
Prime Minister

PO Box 6022

House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Prime Minister,

Roadmap for Quality Dementia Care is the solution for Government to
the recommendations about Dementia from the Royal Commission.

We write on behalf of the half a million Australians living with dementia and
the 1.6 million people involved in their care.

Dementia is one of the largest health and social challenges facing Australia and

the world. As well as being the chronic condition of the 21st Century it is a debilitating,
progressive and ultimately terminal disease and the second leading cause of death of
Australians annually and the leading cause of death of women.

Many Australians living with dementia require care, whether this is in their own home,
or in an aged care setting. Of all the people living in care 68 per cent have dementia,
and the disease is increasingly impacting younger Australians. In fact of the half a
million people in Australia living with dementia, 28,000 are in their fifties, their forties
and their thirties.

Since September 2018 people living with dementia, their families and carers have
entrusted the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety with their views,
personal experiences and often traumatic stories. The Royal Commission’s Final Report:
Care, Dignity and Respect, captures the essence of those issues and demonstrates that
the Commissioners have listened.
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Now it is time for the Australian Government to act.

Your response provides a once in a generation opportunity to commit to the funding
and policy settings we need to deliver quality dementia care. It is an opportunity we
cannot afford to miss.

The Royal Commission identified important recommendations, including the
establishment of a dementia support pathway (Recommendation 15), greater
funding for specialist dementia care services (Recommendation 16), Aged Care
Quality Standards which reflect high quality dementia care (Recommendation 19),
dementia friendly design in residential aged care (Recommendation 45) and
dementia care training for workers (Recommendations 80, 114).

All of these recommendations are reflected in Dementia Australia’s Roadmap for
Quality Dementia Care, the product of extensive consultations with people living
with dementia. We call on the Government to embrace and fund the Roadmap
urgently and in its entirety.

These reforms are well overdue. We have seen twenty years of reviews and reports
that say the same thing: we can and must do better.

If we get care right for people living with dementia, we get it right for everyone.
Thank you for everything you currently do as our Prime Minister and we thank you
in anticipation of your partnership that will make a profound and lasting difference
to the lives of Australians living with dementia, now and into the future.

Yours sincerely,

Professor Ita Buttrose Phil Hazell Maree McCabe
Graeme Samuel AC AC OBE

Chair, Ambassador, Chair Advisory Chief Executive
Dementia Dementia Committee, Officer,
Australia Australia Dementia Dementia

Australia Australia
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Dennis Frost
Diane Exelby
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John Ward
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Julie Scott

June Fisher

June Nielson (Veronica
June Nielson)

Kalee Henry
Karen Dubois
Karen Moores
Kate Della-Vedova
Katherine Medic
Kathleen Wells
Adjunct Professor Kathryn
Moyle (PhD)
Karen Glennen
Katy Hughes
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Mike Harris
Mithrani Mahadeva
Miyabi Bradley
Moira Fitzsimon
Mona Wannous
Nadine Robinson
Natalia Benitez
Natalie Ive

Nell Hawe

Neville Steemson
Pamela Hore
Pamela Payne (Heckenberq)
Pauline Doig
Pearlie McNeill
Peter Antcliff
Peter Clayden
Peter Swindell
Phillip Nel

Phillipa Reiss
Pushpa Jayakody
Rae Telfer
Rebecca Jones
Rebecca Scouller

Australia-

Rob Jack

Robert Gooding
Robert Henderson
Robert Maloney
Robyn Ashley-Brown
Rodney Reed

Ron Jennings

Dr Ron Sinclair OAM
Sally Pertzel

Sam Hajinakitas
Sandra Erickson
Sandra Nel

Sandra Timmins
Sarah Ashton

Sarah Mansfield
Scott Cooper

Scott Hyams
Sebastian Caruso
Shane LeBrun
Sharon Jan

Shaun Lennon
Simone Pappalettera
Stephen Grady

Stephen Mackey
Stephen Parker
Steve Rawlins
Susan Burgess
Susan Ryan

Tara McDonald
Terry McLafferty
Theresa Flavin
Timothy Granger
Timothy Pietsch
Tony Van Vugt
Tony Walsh

Trevor Crosby

Trish Butler

Val Fell

Val Schache
Vanessa McQuarrie
Verity Russell
Veronica Clarke
Wayne Lockley
Wendy Archer
Wendy Hodgkinson
Yvette Aubusson-Foley

CC:

The Hon Josh Frydenberg MP, Treasurer

The Hon Greg Hunt MP, Minister for Health and Aged Care

Senator the Hon Richard Colbeck, Minister for Senior Australians and Aged Care Services
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