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Media Release 

 

Ita Buttrose: We need visionary leadership on dementia 
 
Speaking at Edith Cowan University in Perth, Australian of the Year and Alzheimer’s Australia National 
President Ita Buttrose has called on both sides of politics to respond to Alzheimer’s Australia’s Fight 
Dementia Campaign Election document and to outline their plans to address the dementia epidemic. 
 
“There is a need for political leadership to tackle the stigma and social isolation associated with dementia 
by engaging people with dementia in our communities and ensuring they have access to the everyday 
services we all enjoy such as banking, Centrelink and retailers,” Ms Buttrose said. 
 
“For the 320,000 Australians with dementia and their 1.2 million family carers the immediate priority is 
access to support and services.” 
 
“For those who are unable to stay in the community there is a need to address the long-standing disquiet 
among consumers about the quality of residential care, particularly for those with severe behavioural and 
psychological symptoms of dementia.  
 
“We know from our consultations that the aged care system is failing people with dementia and five 
times in 12 months there have been deeply disturbing reports on ABCs Lateline program about the 
quality of residential care including poor pain management and palliative care.  
 
Alzheimer’s Australia has welcomed the government’s recent commitment to providing key workers for 
people with younger onset dementia to provide access to services and ongoing help to find their way 
through the service maze. 
 
“We now need to expand this to implement a national network of dementia key workers to provide 
support for older people with dementia in the same way,” Ms Buttrose said. 
 
“Key workers will be the backbone of the service system. They will help people from the moment of 
diagnosis to navigate the system and get access to supports and services that people so desperately 
need. 
 
“Among the other service priorities are flexible respite services to give carers a needed break and the 
person with dementia social engagement and activities of interest to them. Expanded respite services 
more than any other service are needed if people with dementia are to be able to live longer in the 
community. 
 
“If Australians are to have confidence in beating this terrible disease a significant investment is needed in 
dementia research of $200 million over five years.”  
 
To see a copy of the Fight Dementia Election Campaign 2013 manifesto, please visit 
www.fightdementia.org.au 
Carers Australia fully supports the actions recommended in this document. 
 
National Dementia Helpline: 1800 100 500  
 (The National Dementia Helpline is an Australian Government Initiative)     
Dementia is a National Health Priority Area    www.fightdementia.org.au 
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